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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


SIR, 

WH EN an individual draws the attention of the pub- 

lic upon himſelf, by a wanton and unmerited at- 
tack againſt the reputation of another, diſguiſed under 
the maſk of an anonymous ſignature, he muſt neceſſarily 
expect the reward of his deſerts, and muſt forfeit all pre- 
tenſions to that pity, which he might perhaps have a claim 
to, were he to ſtand forth and prove his affertions. To 
defend an injured character againſt the inſults of malice, 
is a duty becoming a man of honour; and, as ſuch, I 


" - think 
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think it neceſſary to prove the falſehood of thoſe accuſa- 


tions, which you have brought forward againſt Mr. Pitt. 
Before I proceed to refute your infamous calumnies, I 


mult be allowed to make' a few {light obſervations on the 


general tenor of your work ; a work, which appears evi- 


dently to be calculated either for the purpoſe of getting 


money, or of gratifying an uſeleſs malevolence againſt 
Mr. Pitt; uſeleſs, as inſtead of ſerving the party, of 
which you profeſs yourſelf, (like Mr. Burke) by your il- 
liberality and heat, you do it a moſt eſſential injury, and 
render it ſtill more unpopular in the eyes of the people, 
if poſſible, than it was before. 


In the firſt place, your condolence with the Miniſter 
upon the then approaching loſs of his place is rather pre- 
mature; as, by the bleſſing of God, his Majeſty is at laſt 
reſtored to the perfect uſe of his faculties, and to his af- 
flicted ſubjects, and will find, as ſoon as he ſhall think 


proper to take the reins of Government again into his 


Own 


. 
own hands, that the Miniſter, ſo far from behaving with 
impropriety, has acted with a firmneſs becoming his ſitu- 
ation, has reſiſted the attacks that have been ine ffectually 
made againſt the power of the Crown, and has conducted 
the affairs of Great- Britain in a manner which will enſure 
the nation reſpect throughout all Europe, and Peace, (as 


far as Oppoſition will allow it) at home. 


You muſt permit me, ſecondly, to remark, that perſo- 
nal deformities, whether natural or accidental, afford no 
ſubje& of ridicule to men who are poſſeſſed of feeling, or 
liberality of ſentiment ; and every one who is endowed 
with the leaſt ſhare of either of -the above-mentioned 
qualities, when they read the abuſe which you have ſub- 
ſtituted for wit, muſt look upon you with the . 


you deſerve. 
If want of candour, if falſehood are in theſe times 


eſteemed merits in an author, you' are moſt undoubt- 


edly 
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[41 
edly entitled to our warmeſt praiſe ; but if, as muſt be 
hoped, the contrary ſhould be the caſe, you can be conſi- 
dered in no other light than that of an incendiary. For, 
your own ſake then, Sir, endeavour to keep your name 
concealed, as, if you are a perſon who has made your 
appearance on the great ſtage of the world, you know the 
bad conſequences that might accrue to you from the dif. 
cloſure of it; but if, as I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, you are an 
inhabitant of that ſeat of literature, Grub-ſtreet, you will 


find the beſt ſhelter in your infignificance. 


To waſte the time and patience of the public upon 
a ſubje& like yourſelf, would be uſeleſs and unprofitable ; 
my next obje& will therefore be to expole the fallacy of 
thoſe aſſertions, which, under the anonymous ſignature of 
An Engliſhman, you have in vain attempted to make 


your countrymen believe. 
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You begin with prophetic expreſſions upon the proba- 
bility of Mr. Pils and his friends going out of office, a 
circumſtance which will, in all likelihood, not happen theſe 
many years. Your Irony was therefore ill-timed ; but as 
it was compoſed before the happy change in his Majeſty's 
health took place, it appears plainly, that you were deter- 
mined the world ſhould not loſe your wit, however late 
it ſhould come forth. The conſequence of that loſs of 
office, which you anticipated for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, will ſtill apply to the Oppoſition, who have 
for Govenal years ſuffered © popular indignation and infa- 


79 


my,” and many of them “ ruin.“ 


The idea of applying the word “ uxorious,” as a term 


of reproach to Lord Carmarthen, who has been married 


but a few months to an amiable and accompliſhed woman, 


is infinitely too ridiculous to make any obſervation upon. 
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To make uſe of your own words 
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«1/ a un germe de Raiſon qui commence a ſe develo- 


cc ber —— 


Very true. — The people have at laſt found out by the 
injudicious choice of confidents the Prince of Wales has 
made, what his meaſures would have been, had it been 
Great Britain's misfortune to be governed by him as Re- 
gent, or rather by thoſe men whoſe aſcendancy over him 


| | is too well known. 


— 1 —. 
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Your attempt to cenſure Mr. Pit, by Rating, that, 
when he firſt ſtarted the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, 
the down had ſcarcely covered his cheek, 1s a circumſtance 
that reflects ſuch high credit upon him, that, were it poſ- 
ſible your abuſe ſhould be handed down to poſterity, it 
would ſerve as the, greateſt encomium that could be be- 


ſtowe upon the early budding forth of his abilities. 


The 
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The Reform of Parliament was a queſtion that had long 
been called for by the people; but when it was agitated, 
the repreſentatives and proprietors of the different rotten 
boroughs that were to have been bought by Government, 
could not reliſh the notion of vacating their ſeats, and 
ſtanding the chance only of being elected for counties. 
They therefore gave their votes — _ it, and 


_ cruſhed the plan in the beginning. 


Notwithſtanding the various trifling differences which 
have ariſen accidentally between the Board of Controul 
and the Eaſt-India Company; yet, if this “ honourable 
band of Leadenhall-Street merchants” would lay their 
hands on their hearts, and declare, whether they thought 
their poſſeſſions in the Eaſi-Indies flouriſhed more or leſs, 
ſince the preſent Miniſter has held the reins of power, I 
am confident, and you yourſelf, Sir, at this moment 


know, that they, whom party had not 1 would 
inſtantly decide in his favour. 
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The next charge you bring forward againſt him, I will 


not dwell on long, as I might feel diſpoſed to ſay more 
than I ſhould think proper. —The charge however is“ a 


“want of decorum to a young Prince, whoſe mind was 


« harrowed by filial diſtreſs, and whoſe conduct on this 


« occaſion, his bittereſt enemies cannot but approve.” — 
This young Prince, you muſt mean the Prince of Wales, 
whoſe mind was ſo harrowed, as to compel him to ſeek 
the amuſements of every public place, with as much ap- 


parent gaiety in his countenance (before the favourable 


account of. his father's health) az was ever yet ſeen. 


Your next lie is illuſtrated by another lie in the note, 


concerning that injured man Dr. Willis, whom the ſacred 


profeſſion which he follows, or the long experience in that 
branch of medicine, which he has practiſed with ſuch | 
ſucceſs, could not preſerve from your rancour,—You have 


put words into his mouth which he never did make uſe 


of; and you have afterwards attempted by an injurious 


appellation, 
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appellation, to blaſt his charaQer :—You now introduce 
Mr. Put, as addrefling the Prince of fales, in terms 
which bear no ſimilarity, either in manner, or meaning, 
to thoſe which he really ſpoke :—You have endeavoured 
to twiſt them into all the ſignifications that can poſſibly 
be imagined, and have deviated very conſiderably,” from 
what you at the beginning of your work, pretended to 


call “the voice of Truth. Who, in the name of com- 
mon- ſenſe, but yourſelf, could think of ng the Mr 
niſter's declaration into ſuch ſtuff as you have, and make 
him utter ſach a confuſed heap of ridiculous aſſeverations? 
Believe me, they would have had an hundred time, 
greater effect, had they been applied to the man, whoſe 
ideas of Fortreſſes, ſtores, intrenchtnents, and banners” 
you have laid hold of, namely, the Duke of Richmond — 
Not that I offer him as a proper object of ridicule ;—far 


from that. I only mean to fay, that thofe military allu- 


ſions would have been better applied to the office of Maſ- 
mils bo n.: ö photon 16 beat 
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ter of the Ordnance, than to that of Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer. 


A ſerious accuſation is brought againſt the Miniſter, 


for turning pale, when he heard that the Prince of Wales 


would accept the Regency.—Upon my word, Sir, it muſt 


be confeſſed, that you have an excellent talent of draw- 


| : | ing great concluſions from ſmall premiſes, and (as you 


Ul | have condeſcended to quote Fielding) if, in my turn, you 2 


[ i 5 will allow me to quote Sberidan, you reſemble Puff in the 


| Critic, | when he makes his fagacious remarks upon Lord 
; Burleigb's ſhake of the head —The public, however, 


cannot give credit to the poſitive aſſertion which you 


have made uſe of, that My. Pitt at that time 1magined 
the Prince of Wales would .rejeQ the Regency. No :— 


he knew too well the finances of Oppoſition ; he was too 


2 — — 2 
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well acquainted with their deſperation and avidity, to ſup- 
poſe that they would allow their leader to reject the offer, 
[| : however it might have been cramped by thoſe limitations 


and 
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and reſtrictions, which the prudence of Parliament thought 


fit to impoſe. | - 


With regard to the charge of perſevering in delay, 
what party was it that ſtarted and brought on the queſ- 
tion of the Prince's indiſputable right to an unlimited Re- 


—What party was it that propo- 


gency ?—Oppoſition. 
ſed a ſecond examination of his Majeſty's Phyſicians, for 


the purpoſe of getting an handle for abuſe againſt the 


Queen, and of acquiring an additional number of adhe- 


rents by delaying ?—Oppoſition.— After this, who can 


perſevere in accuſing the Miniſter of a delay, which he 


never occaſioned, till the rapid amendment in the King's : 


health took place ; when it would have been highly inde- 


licate to have elected a Regent, at the very period of the 


recovery of his Majeſty ; your tenderneſs for whom, in 
defiring not to bave the veil which covered his misfortunes 
torn aſide, is very great; but you muſt conſider that the 
veil bas been torn aſide, and chat rudely too, by thoſe 

; Members 


a» 
* # . A N 
ed OG PI oo mes — — —— 
. 9 
= 


arch 
110118 


* 


[ 16 J 


Members of Oppoſition who compoſed the examining 


Committee, and who wiſhed to have aſked queſtions rela- 


tive to the object of their enquiry—queſtions at which 
humanity ſhuddered, but which the good ſenſe of- the ma- 


jority of the Committee prevented from taking place. 


To follow you through all the mazes of nonſenſe, falſe- 
hood and inconſiſtency, into which you run, would be a 
talk of difficulty i muſt therefore content myſelf with 
keeping eloſe to the ſubje&.—You ſay that, let but 
Mr. Pitt gild his poiſonous pill with a thin outſide of per- 
ſonal attachment, economy, or commercial advantage, 
the undiſcerning crowd will ſwallow with avidity the noſ- 
trums, and the poliſhed periods of the quack; and, in 
a few lines farther, you ſay, © that his countrymen have 
found, with ſome ſorrow and. ſurprize, that he ſubſtitutes 
declamation for argument ay with a variety of other equal- | 


ly abſurd accuſations —Now, allowing the firſt part of 


what you ſay to be true, the ſecond is falſe, and fo on, 


Vice 


3 


vice verſd. The people of Greai- Britain, however infa- 
tuated they may be with regard to Mr. Pitt, have, for 
| theſe ſeveral years paſt, not been at all in want of kind 
friends, who would undeceive them in that reſpe& ; nay 
more, do their beſt to prejudice them againſt him : but 
his being more popular at this time than when he firſt en- 
tered into office, is no proof of what you call © his mere- 
tricious arts” being found out :—is no proof of popular 
indignation, infamy, and ruin awaiting him or of his 
having procured the name. without the eſſence of pa- 
triotiſm . | 
It is not the irony implied in the word * virtuous :”—it 
js not the lying of an unknown individual, that will re- 
fle& any cenſure upon the majority, in both Houſes of 
Parliament;—a majority, which you fay dwindles apace. 
Let us for a moment confider thoſe characters who have 


occahoned that dwindling, and who have acquired the'de- 


nomination of Rats, and the hatred of both parties.— 
Theſe | 


— 
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Theſe are the men to whom you mean to allude, the 
Duke of Qucenſberry, Lord Lothian, Sir John. Aubrey, 

and a few others, who have inliſted under the banners of 
ſelf-intereſt, and who would ſoon be happy to be received 


back into the party they have ſo infamouſly deſerted ; a 
party, which will, (now cleared of theſe) in reality de- 


ſerve the name of virtuous ; at leaſt will bear a compari- 


ſon with the other fide of the Houſe.—Here, Sir, I muſt 
be permitted to adviſe you never to be ſo free with the 
Houſe of Commons again, as your boldneſs will increaſe, 


if poſſible, until, like the fooliſh moth that flutters round 


| # 
the light till it is burned, you will at laſt receive that pu- 


niſhment, that your folly ſo amply intitles you to. 


The deranged ſtate of France, you ſay, cannot poſſi- 


bly refle& any credit on the Miniſter as a negotiator, or | 


ſtateſman. As well might you tell the Prince of V. ales, 


that the diſordered ſtate of Turkey cannot poſſibly refle& 


any credit on him as a Prince of Wales. The fact is, 


that 


E 
that the internal commotions which have convulſed all 
France, aroſe from a quarrel between his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty and his Parliaments; and there can be no reaſon 
© why they ſhould refle& any credit on the Premier of Great 
Britain. Every one, however, who has viſited- that King- 
dom lately, will confeſs how: very advantageous to this 
country the Commercial Treaty is ; that it is univerſally 
execrated all over France, and that the people wonder 


how they could be induced to accept a e fo unfavour- 
able to their own intereſts. 

At the time that you profeſs not to have any right or 
inclination to cenſure Mr. Pitt, for what you call a for 
bidding, unſocial virtue, and which is, in plain Engl. ih, 
modeſty ; you in fa& cenſure him, by your manner of 
introducing the ſubje&.—Good' Heaven] that we ſhould 
live inan age, when chaſtity is brought as an accuſation 
againſt a Prime Miniſter ; and this accuſation is founded 
upon ſuch trivial grounds, namely, that you have not 

: heard 
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heard of any actual intrigue of his.— Would you have 


had him, like his great antagoniſt in the political world, 
ſhew himſelf at half the courts of Europe, attended by a 
proſtitute as his fellow traveller ? Or would you have had 
him; like a Royal perſonage, who [hall be nameleſs, pub- | 


licly keeping married women, and walking arm and arm 


with them at places of amuſement >—To imagine that 
| M.. Pitt is devoid of the paſſions which affect mankind, 
1s impoſlible. He probably has them; but becauſe he 


does not make a public diſplay of his amours, and becauſe 


he thinks it does not reflect any additional luſtre on his 


character, you therefore ſingle out that trait as a proper 


ſubject to exerciſe your malevolence upon.—In this point 
you reſemble. an un{kilful caracaturiſt, who, by miſtake, 


brings forward all the beauziful features of the face which 


he endeavours to disfigure. 


One thing more, and I have done. Vou mention the 
Miniſter as ſacrificing every thing to a ſelþſh love of of- 


3 fice; 


TY 


fice; a thing which his more candid enemies confeſs, he 


is remarkable for the contempt of ; and you have omitted 


to drop the ſlighteſt hint about his diſintereſtedneſs, in 


giving away life · places to people to whom he was under 
no obligation, and reſerving nothing for himſelf —In 
ort, you have, in a manner garbled his character, and 


not finding enough to cenſure in the more blameable parts 


of it, you have taken ſome of his virtues—you have put 


them in the oppoſite ſcale, and have attempted,. by falſe 


| colouring, to rank them in the catalogue of his VIces.. 


It is now time to conclude, or the public will be as 
tired of me for undertaking the defence of a man who- 
needs none, as of you for defaming him. The arrows with 
which you have endeavoured to wound him, have drop- 
ped harmleſs to the ground; and his name will be re- 


membered in Great-Britain, with bleſſings, for centuries 


after your work has ſunk into merited oblivion. Once, | 
and only once more will I preſume to offer you my ad- 


I vice. 
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vice. Let this be the laſt time that you exerciſe your ta- 


lent for defamation: if, however, your evil genius ſhould 


again tempt you to profane the name of an Engliſhman, 


and to vilify any other public character, in a ſtyle which 
would make iron tears run down the brazen face of 


Pluto,” in pity for your folly, you muſt again expect the 


contempt of mankind in general, and eſpecially of every 


one who calls himſelf, like me, 


A BRITON. 


